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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: on page 3, 
line 16, "predicable" should read --predictable-, on page 5, line 6, -to- should be 
inserted before "have", in line 15, -be- should be inserted after "may", and in line 33, 
reference numeral "38" should read -40-. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The use of the expressions "first member" and "second member" through out the claims 
is confusing as the expressions "first member" and "second member" are associated 
with "the article of manufacture", "the assembly", the "carrier" and "the automotive 
vehicle". It is difficult to keep track of what member is being referred to. 
Also it is not clear what is how "the first mass of expandable material rotates relative to 
the second member of the assembly" since the first mass of expandable material 
expands and flows once activated. 
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Furthermore claim 1 recites the limitation "the first member of the automotive 
vehicle" in lines 11-12. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the first member of the assembly" in line 2. There 
is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

4. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being incomplete 
for omitting essential steps, such omission amounting to a gap between the steps. See 
MPEP § 2172.01 . The omitted steps are: "the first member of the carrier rotates 
relative to the second member of the carrier" since the first mass of expandable material 
cannot rotate relative to the second member of the carrier unless the first member of the 
carrier rotates: the first mass of expandable material will expand and flow once 
activated. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-23 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art does not teach a method of providing one or more of sealing, 
baffling and structural reinforcement within a cavity of an article of manufacture or of an 
automobile vehicle, the method comprising providing a dynamic self-adjusting assembly 
including a carrier having first member with a first surface and a second member with a 
first surface, a first mass of expandable material adhered to the first surface of the first 
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member of the carrier, activating the first mass of expandable material wherein upon 
activation of the first mass of expandable material, the first mass of expandable material 
along with the first member of the carrier rotates relative to the second member of the 
carrier, these in combination with the rest of the limitations in the claims. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Essama Omgba whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
2915. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (10-7:30) First Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter Vo can be reached on (703) 308-1789. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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